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Legal notice 

All cotent copyright © The Makers’ Collective CBR (“The Makers’ Co”) (ABN 73 690 948 939), 2015. All rights 
reserved. All trademarks and trade names are proprietary to The Makers’ Co and must not be downloaded, 
reproduced or otherwise used without the express consent of The Makers’ Co. You may access and display 
these materials on your computer, monitor or other video display device and make one printed copy of any 
whole page or pages for your personal use only. Other than for the purposes of and subject to the conditions 
prescribed under the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth) (or any other applicable legislation throughout the world), or 
as otherwise provided for herein, you may not use these materials in any manner without the prior written 
permission of the copyright owner. 

The Makers’ Co and the author have used reasonable care and skill in compiling the content of these 
materials. However, The Makers’ Co makes no warranty as to the accuracy or completeness of any information 
contained therein nor does The Makers’ Co accept responsibility for any acts or omissions in reliance upon 
these materials. These materials are intended to be a guide only and no part is intended to be advice, whether 
legal or professional. All persons are advised to seek professional advice to keep abreast of any legal or other 
reforms and developments. To the extent permitted by applicable law, The Makers’ Co, its employees, agents 
and consultants exclude all liability for any loss or damage claims and expenses including but not limited to legal 
costs, indirect special or consequential loss or damage (including but not limited to, negligence) arising out of 
the information in the materials. Where any law prohibits the exclusion of such liability, The Makers’ Co limits 
its liability to the resupply of the information. 
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Hey there!
I’m Mikaela, and I’m here to help you start and 

grow a business of your own.

Are you finding it difficult to start because you’re 
overwhelmed, under-skilled, unsure or unprepared? Are you 

determined to create a business that allows you more flexibility 
and freedom in your life and career, but have no idea where to 
even begin?

I’ll help you cut through the bullshit so you can start creating 
your dream business TODAY. No more daydreaming or 
procrastinating, it’s time to jump in.

How to use this download
This list is to introduce you to the best tools you should 
consider using if you are set on designing your own graphics. 
As always, I encourage you to do your own research before 
investing in any software, and figure out what is going to be 
best for you. 

The Adobe software mentioned has a steep learning curve, and 
if you don’t necessarily have a passion or interest in learning 
graphic design I would highly recommend hiring a professional 
designer for this work and instead concentrate on the tasks in 
your business that light you up.

Good luck! 

http://themakers.academy
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illustrator

photoshop

Illustrator is my Number 1 (even over Photoshop!), I use it every single 
day in designing my own graphics for my business and also in almost 
every one of my client projects. Illustrator is a vector based program, 
which means it is incredibly versatile and is the go-to industry standard 
for designing logos and other graphics that may need to be scaled to 
any size.  I create 90% of my brand visuals in Illustrator.

WHY?

cost Adobe Illustrator plan starts at $30 per month
Find out more on the Adobe Website

Even though I love Illustrator, Photoshop is still a very essential part of 
my design arsenal. For enhancing or retouching photographs with the 
utmost control, Photoshop is the way to go. Removing backgrounds, 
brightening, sharpening, over-laying text, creating blended collages, 
batch editing, applying watermarks and so much more is achievable in 
this powerful program.

WHY?

cost CC “Photography” plan starts at $15 per month
Find out more on the Adobe Website

http://themakers.academy
https://creative.adobe.com/plans
https://creative.adobe.com/plans
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smart phone/dslr

editing apps

A DSLR is brilliant for product photos, high quality videos, brand 
photography and you could even DIY your own head shots if you have 
a tripod. But to save time and shoot on the go for posting to social 
media platforms, you can’t go past a good smart phone. Anything over 
the iPhone 5 or equivalent has a very decent camera that will give you 
clean, crisp shots ready to post out in an instant.

WHY?

cost I don’t know anyone who doesn’t have a smart phone these days (even 
my dad has upgraded!), and DSLR’s go from about $500 for entry level.

My editing Apps of choice are PicTapGo for enhancing & cropping, 
WordSwag for adding text & watermarks, PicFrame for creating collages, 
Flipagram for making slideshow videos, BannerPic for splitting images 
into smaller ones (cool for posting split-shots on Instagram), and EOS 
Camera for uploading images from my DSLR to my phone to post to 
social media platforms.

WHY?

cost The apps range in price but average around $1.29. Check them out in 
the iTunes store or Google Play.

http://themakers.academy
http://www.pictapgo.com/
http://wordswag.co/
https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/picframe/id433398108?mt=8
https://flipagram.com/
https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/bannerpic-post-photo-banners/id660726782?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/eos-remote/id565839396?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/eos-remote/id565839396?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/au/genre/ios-photo-video/id6008?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store


>>>>>

The Makers academy

5

6

canva 

picmonkey

Canva is brilliant for those who don’t yet have the technical skills to 
work in Photoshop or Illustrator, or those who want to knock something 
up really quickly and easily. They have a great design blog and tutorials 
to teach everyone about design too, which is comprehensive and 
focuses on using Canva to produce graphics for web and print.

WHY?

cost It’s free to start designing with Canva, it costs a small amount when you 
use premium images and layouts, or upgrade to Canva for Work.

PicMonkey is fantastic for when I want to really quickly re-size 
something or create a collage of images on my laptop and don’t want 
to go through the hassle of opening Photoshop and laying everything 
out myself. I personally haven’t used it for anything more than that, but 
I’ve heard great things from people using it to edit images, add text and 
create other graphics also. Worth a try for sure!

WHY?

cost Free for the online version with (fairly annoying) ads, or $33 per year to 
upgrade to the premium version. Check out the Picmonkey website.

http://themakers.academy
https://designschool.canva.com/
https://www.canva.com/
http://www.picmonkey.com/
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Want some extra help?
Too many women are giving up on their creative business ideas because 

they are overwhelmed, under-skilled, unsure or unprepared. This is why I’ve 
created The Makers Academy. 

I want to help you escape the daily grind, realise your potential, 
become your own boss and never look back.

More than 60 percent of small businesses cease operating 
within the first three years of starting.

I give you the tools and skills to plan, launch and grow your idea into a 
thriving business so you can become self-employed and stay that way.

Want to know more? 
Email me on info@themakerscollective.com.au 

or head to www.themakers.academy

http://themakers.academy
mailto:info%40themakerscollective.com.au?subject=I%27d%20like%20to%20know%20more%20about%20The%20Makers%20Academy
http://www.themakers.academy

